
11th Grade English HONORS  
Incoming 11th grade English Honors students will complete the below summer reading 

assignment listed for 11th grade.   Read any novel by one of the prestigious American 

authors from the 18-20th century listed below. For example: 

 

Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston 

The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck 

The Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane 

Walden by Henry David Thoreau (non-fiction)  

The Last of the Mohicans by James Fenimore Cooper  

The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne 

The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath  

 

Students may pick from one of the following assignments: 

1.  Create a scrapbook from the book you chose.  Illustrate themes, symbols, favorite 

scenes, characters and provide an analysis of your characters in detail along with a 

final objective summary of the book focusing on theme, symbols, and character 

analysis. Total 10 entries.  

2. Write a five- paragraph essay on a book you chose.  Prompt:  Discuss the theme, 

analyze character motivations, and explain how the author develops plot 

structure/text structure.  You may type or write.  Use at least 2 quotes for each 

paragraph, and explain your evidence.  No more than 1000 words.  

3. Keep a personal yet detailed journal of a meaningful character, 

protagonist/antagonist and write daily about how the character develops, changes 

and what you think of their role in the story.   Include illustrations and scenes that 

you feel are effective. Write effectively and sincerely and be creative with your 

journal.  Make a creative title page along with your name. Total 10 entries.  
 

11th Grade Regular English 
 
All incoming 11th grade students will be expected to complete the below summer reading 

assignment. They may be typed or handwritten. All work must be original and done 

independently. You must bring the completed assignments by the date specified by your 

English Teacher. Summer Reading Projects WILL be part of the first semester gradebook. 

 

Novel Choices (choose one): 

 

 The Making of a Navy SEAL by Brandon Webb 

 

Brandon Webb’s father sent him out on his own. His Navy SEAL instructors expected him 

to fail. This is Brandon’s true story of how he overcame the odds to become a Navy Seal, a 

sniper, and to train famous SEALS including Chris Kyle and Marcus Luttrell. 

 



An Ember in the Ashes by Sabaa Tahir 

 

One does not challenge the Empire. A brutal corps of highly trained soldiers ensures 

compliance and submission from all citizens, and nobody dares to resist... Or do they? 

When Laia's brother is accused of treason, she has no choice but to save him, even if this 

quest takes her into the heart of the ruling class, crossing paths with Elias, one of its 

strongest soldiers battling his own struggles of conflict. 

 

 

The Legend of Sleepy Hollow by Washington Irving:  

 

In the Dutch settlement of Tarry Town in New York State there is a secluded grove known 

as Sleepy Hollow. Rumors say that Sleepy Hollow is haunted. The most famous ghost of 

those sighted is a figure known as the Headless Horseman, which is thought by some to be 

the ghost of a Hessian soldier whose head had been shot from his body by a cannonball 

during a battle of the American Revolution. The story is set just after the end of the 

American War of Independence, in the late eighteenth century. 

 

Assignment Options: (choose one) 

Design a CD Cover and Burn a Playlist for Your Book: If your book's characters and 

themes remind you of songs you love, go ahead and use that inspiration for your project. 

Design a CD cover that relates to your book, song choices that represent the themes and 

content of the book, and in the CD booklet, include 5 well developed paragraphs with 

TEXT EVIDENCE FROM THE NOVEL AND SONG LYRICS about the reasons you 

chose each song (i.e. how they related to the story's characters, plot points, theme, or tone). 

5 song minimum. Be sure to include songs that follow the rise and fall of the plot and reveal 

the perspective of the narrator, protagonist, antagonist, or author. 

 

Keep a Diary or Journal in the Voice of a Character from the Book: You can follow the 

events of the novel and give your chosen character's impressions and reflections on those 

events. Be sure to go beyond the obvious. Sure, she might have been sad when her father 

died, but how would she write about that in a journal? What thoughts are racing through 

her mind? Who does she turn to for support? Is there any anger or frustration in her 

voice? Perhaps a sense of relief? Pick this project if you feel like the book's characters 

really came alive for you. You must write a minimum of 7 one-page journal entries. 

 

Rewrite: Take the same story and rewrite it 100 years earlier or 100 years later. Write 2 

pages of the prequel focusing on one specific scene that would naturally spark the onset of 

what the book you read was about. For example, imagine writing from the point of view of 

Brandon Webb's great grandfather fighting in the elite class of World War 1 soldiers or 

from the point of view of Quinn’s fictional grandpa in Alabama during the Civil Rights 

Movement. Sustain the similar point of view of the text you read. This option is for those 

with an interest in creative writing. 

 

 


